A comparison of the roles of surgery and radiation therapy in the management of craniopharyngiomas.
Fifty-two patients with craniopharyngioma were seen between January 1961 and July 1986. Of these, 40 were treated with surgery alone, 8 with surgery and postoperative radiotherapy, and 3 with radiotherapy alone. One patient received no treatment. For the group treated with surgery alone, 33% (13/40) had local tumor control, 42.5% (17/40) developed major complications, and 71% (25/35) survived 5 years. With surgery and postoperative radiotherapy, 100% (8/8) had local tumor control, 25% (2/8) developed major complications, and 100% (7/7) survived 5 years. Two of the three patients treated with radiotherapy alone had local tumor control and the third was salvaged with surgery. The "complete resection" rate for 32 patients treated with radical surgery was 63% (20/32). Tumor control was achieved in 50% (10/20) of the patients treated with "complete resection" without radiotherapy, in 15% (3/20) of the patients treated with "incomplete resection" without radiotherapy, and in 100% (8/8) of the patients treated with "incomplete resection" and postoperative radiotherapy. In this series, doses of 5000-5500 cGy were as effective in achieving control as 5500-6000 or 6000-7000 cGy.